
Monday June28 2021

JohnC Hopewell III
HopewellLawFirm LLC

21122OldScenicHighway SuiteB
Zachary Louisiana70791

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021352

DearMr Hopewell

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsJuly9 2021meeting consideredyourrequest
foranadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code
wouldprohibityourlawfirmfromsubleasinganofficetoathirdpartycontractoroftheCity
ofZacharywhileyoualsoserveastheCityAttorneyfortheCityofZachary

FPACTS ROVIDED

Youareapracticingattorney theCityAttorneyfortheCityofZachary andthemanaging
memberofHopewellLawFirm LLC Firm YouwereappointedtheCityAttorneyforthe
CityofZacharyin2011 AstheCityAttorney youaretheChiefLegalOfficerfortheCityof
Zachary

TheFirmleasesitsofficespacefromOldScenicProperties LLC AfteroneoftheFirmsoffices
spacesbecameavailableforsublease athirdpartycontractoroftheCityofZachary
approachedtheFirmaboutsubleasinganavailableofficespace Thethirdpartycontractor
providestechnicalguidanceandconstructioncontractmanagementprofessionalservicesto
theCityofZachary

LAW

La RS 421102 201 defines service tomeantheperformanceofwork duties
responsibilities ortheleasing rental orsaleofmovableorimmovableproperty

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornor compensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
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employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421112 B 5 prohibitsapublicservantfromparticipatinginatransactioninwhich
thefollowingpersonhasasubstantialeconomicinterest Anypersonwhoisapartytoan
existingcontractwithsuchpublicservant orwithanylegalentityinwhichthepublicservant
exercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent orwhoowesanything
ofeconomicvaluetosuchpublicservant ortoanylegalentityinwhichthepublicservant
exercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent andwhobyreason
thereofisinapositiontoaffectdirectlytheeconomicinterestsofsuchpublicservant

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
CodedoesnotprohibittheFirmfromenteringintoasubleasewiththethirdpartycontractor
La RS 421111 C 2 d prohibitsapublicservantandlegalentitysinwhichthepublic
servantownsmorethantwenty fivepercentshallreceiveanythingofeconomicvaluefor
servicerenderedortoberenderedforanypersonfromwhomthepublicservantwouldbe
prohibitedfromreceivinggiftsinaccordancewithLa RS 421115A 1 or B Thethird
partycontractordoesnothaveacontractual business orotherfinancialrelationshipwith
youragency theOfficeoftheCityAttorney Therefore asubleasebetweentheFirmandthe
thirdpartycontractorwouldnotviolateLa RS 421111 C 2 d However oncetheFirm
hasenteredintoasubleasewiththethirdpartycontractor takecaretonotparticipateinany
transactionwiththethirdpartycontractorsoastonotviolateLa RS 421112 B 5

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthan
the Louisiana CodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct the
LobbyistDisclosureAct andtheconflictofinterestprovisions contained intheLouisiana
GamingControlLaw Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225
219 5600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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